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Being Light & Salt in the Werkplace

Simon Lin

What does it mean when Jesus tells us
to be light and salt of the world? When light
shines, it brightens the surroundings and
exposes darkness. When salt is used on
food, it is kept from decay and rot and
enhances its flavor. In both cases, light and
salt set things apart - light vs. darkness,
fresh and flavorful vs. spoiled and bland.
That is what Jesus means when He calls us
to be light and salt. We are called to be a
distinct people set apart from the
unbelieving world who are living in
darkness, sin, and corruption.

A few months ago, | was invited by
Pastor Tan to assist the church's job
networking group. Several brothers and
sisters had lost their jobs during the recent
Covid-19 crisis. We held several workshops
over a two-month period to help with their
skill sets: networking, resume-writing, and
interviewing. Several times during the
sessions, | would say that we are called to
be “light and salt” in the world for Jesus.
Since we spend a good portion of our day at
work, that is where our impact needs to be.
We need to be a distinct people in the
workplace.

So how does that look? Is there a model
for us to be light and salt in the workplace? |
believe that the best place to start on this
subject is with the Bible, God‘'s Word and
instructions. In Luke 3, we find John the
Baptist giving instructions to two recent
converts — a tax collector and a soldier.

Tax collectors also came to be baptized
and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we
do?” And he said to them, “Collect no
more than you are authorized to do.”
Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what
shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do
not extort money from anyone by threats

or by false accusation, and be content
with your wages.” (Luke 3: 12-14)

Tax collectors during John the Baptist's
time were hated and despised by everyone,
especially their own Jewish countrymen.
They were considered traitors for helping
the Roman empire exact and collect taxes.
Many were dishonest using their position to
enrich themselves by bribes and extortion.

Roman soldiers were the empire's law
enforcement agency. Since they were
among the lowest paid, they often used their
position to extort money by threats and
extortion. They were like the mafia
collecting their protection money.

Notice that in both instances, John did
not tell the tax collectors and the soldiers to
leave or abandon their posts or positions
but to remain where they are at. You see,
God has called us to be light and salt in the
world wherever we are. We are not called to
be isolated or secluded from the world.
Instead, we are called to be God's
ambassadors to reach the lost. Who better
to reach the tax collectors than a tax
collector? Who better to reach the soldiers
than another soldier? It is no accident that
you became a doctor, a nurse, an engineer,
a researcher, a lawyer, a teacher, a
businessman, a construction worker, a
cashier, etc. As Christians, each of us is
placed in a specific strategic position for
God‘s mission on earth!

In addition, while staying in the
positions, John calls the tax collectors and
soldiers to be distinct and set apart from
the norm. Don‘t act and behave like
everyone else! Don‘t be corrupt!

You see, when we become a believer of
Christ, we are given a new nature. In 2
Corinthians 5:17, the Apostle Paul tells us
this, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is



Katy Light 3l 0t, JMFEHELFFFEL M, 20204£9 A

a new creation. The old has passed away;
behold, the new has come.” This new
nature in Christ replaces our old sinful
nature. The Holy Spirit now indwells us and
gives us assurance, guidance, and power to
overcome sin and live righteously and
victoriously. We begin exhibiting the fruit of
the spirit, which is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control. We are
literally a “new” person!

Can you imagine the reaction of the
people to the tax collector who suddenly
became honest? Can you imagine their
reaction to the soldier who is now content
with his wages and does not use his
position to extort money?

The same applies to us today. We are
called to live a distinct life. We now live by
God's Holy Spirit and we are changed by
Him in our behavior, our attitude, our
mindset, our values, and our priorities. God
becomes our boss!

One of the best ways to understand this
is to look at this illustration:

Natural Man Spiritual Man Carnal Man
Fear, Worry Peace, Power Fear, Worry
Gross sin Joy, Purpose Gross sin

OQQ

-1- Christ

E = Ego or finite sdl = Various interests in life

= Throne or Control Center

In the world, there are basically three
types of individuals.

The first individual is the natural man or
the unbeliever. This constitutes the bulk of
humanity. They are in charge of themselves
and Christ is outside of the circle. They are
their own boss. They have no regard or
need for God. They are lost and basically
live for themselves. They often live in fear,
worry, and gross sin.

The second individual is the spiritual
man or the believer. They are living under
the authority of Christ, in submission to
him. God is the boss. Because the Holy
Spirit indwells them, they often experience
peace, power, joy, and purpose. Now, this
does not mean that believers never
experience fear, doubt, and anxieties or fall
into temptation that leads to sin. That is not
the case. Believers may still struggle, but
they have learned to overcome and
continue to do so.

The third individual is the carnal man or
the immature believer. They accepted
Christ. However, their life looks more like
the unbelievers than the believers. Christ
is in the picture but not on the throne. God
is not the boss. Self is still the boss.

One of the main responsibilities of the
church is to help believers grow from
immaturity to maturity — just like parents
raise children. This is called discipleship.
We need to instruct younger Christians -
how to grow, how to obey, how to listen to
the Big Boss, and how to live life different
than the world.

As we grow in our relationship with
Christ, we see changes in our behavior and
our life. We become less selfish, less self-
centered, and less self-absorbed. We
become more generous, more other-
centered, and more concerned about the
lost condition of people around us. We
literally become more Christ-like.

In the workplace (and anywhere), that's
exactly what people need to see in us:
Christ likeness with this blessed hope:
“Christ in us, the hope of glory” (Colossians
1:27). As that happens, people will notice.
People will inquire. This leads to the
opening of doors that allows us to share
God's message of salvation to others. We
share the story that we were once the
natural man / unbeliever where self was on
the throne. We lived under constant fear
and worry and were engaged in gross sin.
However, Christ came into our lives and
changed that. We now live under the power
and direction of the Holy Spirit. We now
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have peace, power, joy, and purpose. We
were once lost, but now we are found!

It is also important that we try our very
best and excel at what we do. Joseph,
Daniel, and Nehemiah are three prime
examples in the Bible who were very
successful. They were known for their
godliness, knowledge, wisdom, acumen,
and work ethic. And because of that, they
set themselves apart and distinguished
themselves. Their diligence and excellent
work became their testimony to the world,
bringing glory to God. We are called to do
the same.

As | shared in our job networking
sessions, | have held many positions with
several different companies over 32 years in
my career. In almost every situation, God
has used me to be His ambassador. It could
have been simply speaking a kind word to a
co-worker or a subordinate. It could have
been helping someone in financial need. It
could have been serving as a peacemaker
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between two quarreling employees. It could
have been praying for someone or
someone’s family member. It could have
been sharing the gospel to a lost soul. All in
all, 1 tried to exemplify Christ through my
words, attitude, behavior, and actions. By
no means do | claim to be a perfect
Christian — far from it. However, my goal is
to always strive to be excellent at my job, to
be more like Christ each day, and to
demonstrate His love in all my relationships.

So, as God call us to serve in our
assigned positions in the various fields like
medicine, law, business, school,
government, etc., we need to be His
ambassador and representative by
exemplifying Christ (be like Him), striving
for excellence in our field, and sharing
the good news of His salvation through
our words and actions.

May God blessis and make us the light
and salt of this city! |
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Stephen Teng

It has been interesting, to say the least,
having entered the workforce upon the time
that the pandemic was just about to hit. In
late February, by God’s continual grace,
faithfulness, and providence all throughout
my journey, He allowed me to find a job
locally in the Richmond area, giving me the
opportunity to continue to be with my family
and serve in KCCC with both worship and
the youth. At this point, especially having
just gone through the rigors of graduate
school and then studied and passed that
dreaded National PT Board exam, it
certainly felt like I was on the mountaintop.
There were various plans in the coming
weeks of celebrating with my friends and
family and all the things | thought | was
going to do with my new freedom and
income. That was until what we all know
infected our country.

I had only just begun working for a
couple of weeks before it seemed like news

about Coronavirus outbreak was on every
media as it rapidly spread to the various
communities and soon turned into a global
pandemic. Decisions about what the
government officials were going to do with
our economy and health safety protocol
seemed to change by the minute. | definitely
felt the rise of anxiety everywhere around,
but | especially felt the personal impact
when | saw patient visits dropping one after
another at our clinic and at the same time
thinking about the potential risk each day as
I was still in close contact with my patients.

As each day progressed with
uncertainties shrouding over the nature of
the virus, rising cases in all areas, people
scrambling to stock on essentials and toilet
paper, and businesses closing, |
immediately felt the weight of the coming
crisis. At the same time, | became acutely
aware of how many of us including myself
have taken so much for granted: our
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finances, our resources, our possessions,
and the plans we make year in and year out
without much disruption. | know that for
most of my life, I've said that my ultimate
true reliance is on God Himself to get me
through each day. Yet it is also true that |
may have felt that | had some sense of
control on how my life is going to turn out if |
take enough good care of myself - making
good health choices, sound financial
decisions and staying focused on my career
goals. In other words, my head knew the
truth that God is our sole provider, but
practically, I've probably acted more like my
own Master and at most, God’s co-pilot.
COVID-19 pandemic really put that faith to
the test of what | truly believed in.

Anxiety at varying levels set in each day
of going to work. “Had | already been
exposed?”, “Does my mask give me enough
protection?”, “What if our company starts
laying people off?”. These are all questions
that ran through my head at varying
degrees. God reminded me then that He
had been the sole provider all along, and
especially now, when we do not have the
false sense of security from the resources
we have to save us. It hit me one weekend
when | was attending a Facebook Live Bible
Study, listening to one of my former D-
Camp speakers expounding on Psalm 91.
The passage talks about how if we dwell in
the House of the Lord, He will be our refuge,
He will cover us under his wings, He will
save us from the deadly pestilence.
Resources can only go so far and you can
only sanitize so much. God taught me then
that true protection day in and day out
comes from Him alone. Another important
lesson | learned from this passage is that it
does NOT mean that we will never
experience trouble, disease, or hardship.
But it does mean that that if we continue to
dwell in Him, draw near to Him, He will
either deliver us from OR deliver us through
trouble. After being reminded of this, there
was a greater sense of peace in me -1 do

10

not need to worry. | can have concern for
what’s going on around us, but | do not
need to be paralyzed by fear. Each day that
| feel healthy and able is another day | see
God allowing me to continue to live and
serve in such a capacity, being made
possible by His grace alone.

In a short time, at the end of
March/beginning of April, I, along with a
couple of co-workers were forced to take
vacation leave. | honestly did not know how
| felt at that point when my boss first
delivered the news to me. | knew that the
status was temporary but how long was the
furlough going to last? What if the situation
continues to worsen that eventually it does
turn into a layoff? This was another point
where | felt that | had to continue to cling
onto God and trust that for as long as I live,
He still has a plan and purpose for my life.
This truth is what honestly kept me at peace
throughout the uncertainty that loomed
through each day. Thankfully, by God’s
gracious gift, our company was approved
for the Paycheck Protection Program loans
a month later, bringing everyone in our staff
back to full time. Steadily since then, we
have built back up our caseload and | found
a rekindled joy in having the blessing and
privilege to be in a position where | could
serve people and hear their stories every
single day in my work.

In challenging times such as these, I've
experienced a heightened sense of
awareness of just how fragile life is, not a
single day is guaranteed. | have learned so
much about what it means to rest in His day
by day provision. Every single day | say the
same prayer before | go to work that God
will protect us by His Spirit and that He will
guide me and grant me wisdom with all the
decisions | make. | can continue to say that
God is truly faithful. He is the same today as

He was yesterday, and He always will be. "
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The New Normal

Alicia Leung

“So do not fear, for | am with you; do not
be dismayed, for | am your God. | will
strengthen you and help you; | will uphold
you with My righteous right hand.” lIsaiah
41:10 (NIV)

What a great reminder of God’s promises
that we don’t have to live in fear. God is with
us. He is with us always. As | write this
reflection, we are entering our sixth month of
the pandemic. Like many Katy families, my
family has tried to accept the new “normal”
with masks, social distancing, and all the
other additional stresses that have come with
COVID-19. From a mental health standpoint,
it can be exhausting thinking about health,
job security, and keeping other fears from
entering our fragile states of mind. In fact, |
could conclude that it's been safer and
easier to isolate ourselves because it is
something within our control. My daily
temptation has been to stay in our bubble out
of fear, comfort, or, even laziness. It's been
too easy for me to live this new, normal life
without ever connecting to anyone.

Though COVID-19 has been extremely
challenging, it took me awhile into the
pandemic to appreciate some of the
blessings that can come out of it. It's an
opportunity like never before to love one
another (John 15:12) and proclaim Christ’s
name (Matthew 28:16-20). Our usual family
responsibilities and social calendars have
disappeared these last few months — the
kids’ lessons, hanging out with friends,
traveling, etc. Our family of four has been
able to add more “free” time into our lives. At
times we might not have made the best use
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of it -we are definitely guilty of spending way
too much time on Netflix! However, as the
pandemic rages on, we've been convicted
that God wants us to use this time for His
glory. We've tried to be purposeful in
discovering new, creative ways to connect
with one another and with people in our
community. Those blessings of connecting
with  our children, deepening existing
friendships, and spending time with hurting
friends have been something that we hope to
continue even when the pandemic is over.

Here are some ways our family has
explored to redeem this time for His glory
over the last few months, and by the grace of
God, we hope to continue doing in years to
come.

INVESTING
WITH GOD

» Reading the Bible — After a member
of our small group shared her faithful
Bible reading, | was inspired to read the
Bible in a year. Using a Bible app, | was
able to finish the Bible in August. It only
took a commitment of 15-20 minutes a
day.

* Prayer Journal/List — One of our
daughters started a prayer journal/list
and has been keeping up with it. It's a
good reminder to consistently pray for
certain families on a daily basis.

*  Worship Walks — In the morning or
evening, it's a perfect time to go for a
short walk outdoor and listen to my
favorite worship songs while admiring
God’s creation.

IN OUR RELATIONSHIP
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INVESTING IN FAMILY

» Family devotionals — In the past, Ed
and | always encouraged the girls to
spend time reading the Bible, pray, and
ask us questions. However, we were
able to do our family devotions using
“Jesus Calling” by Sarah Young during
the pandemic. It's been good listening to
the girls’ interpretation of the Bible,
discussing various topics, and seizing
on teachable moments regarding
theology.

e Family Fun Night — We’re all social
distancing so why not plan an evening
set aside to be with our family. We put
away the phones and do something fun
together, such as playing board games:
family trivia, Pictionary, puzzles, cards
or making crafts, or cooking dinner
together, or baking.

« Exercising Together — Whether it's
riding bikes, walking, or swimming, we
try to exercise together once a day.

« Zoom Calls — There was a time
when no one had even heard of Zoom!
We've taken to meeting with our
extended as well as immediate family
members on various Zoom calls. It's
been nice catching up and visiting with
them. Everyone has been affected
differently by the coronavirus pandemic,
and it's beneficial to hear from our family
members what they are going through.

INVESTING IN OTHERS

+ Connection — | try to make it a goal
to connect with at least one non-
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Christian co-worker, friend or relative via
text, email, or phone call once a week.
Using that time to encourage that
person and expressing appreciation of
what they mean to me.

by

» Serving Together — Serving together
as a family is a unique experience. You
learn to work together and focus on
others. Some examples of what our
family has done include baking cookies
and delivering to a friend, creating
encouragement cards and/or preparing
care packages and mailing them to
relatives, sitting outside to fellowship
with other families, specifically praying
together for a person/family in need.

* Ministry — Ed and | have been able
to exercise our spiritual gifts and serve
together through the years. Recently,
we committed to meeting with an
engaged couple and do pre-marital
counseling with them. It was a blessing
to serve together once a week for a few
months. In addition, I've been able to
meet and pray with a former KCCC
youth once a week. We've been able to
share our lives and encourage one
another. These were unexpected
ministry opportunities that came up
during the pandemic.

While things may not look the same as
before COVID-19, I'm thankful for the new
opportunities to follow Christ's commands to
love one another and proclaim His name

while growing my faith during these times. T
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W Call O OEIT Tmyr.r Wervinre

Phuong Engleman

| am writing this article at the time our
seniors in our youth group are graduating.
COVID-19 pandemic stopped us from
celebrating with them in person, but still, we
have found unique ways to celebrate their
amazing accomplishment! | can’t help but
wonder what God has in store for them in
the coming days and years. My greatest
desire is to see all of them become sold out
for God, living every moment of their days
building up God’s kingdom.

As | pray for them (six of them this year),

the Lord just sparked a thought in me:
These youth, they are the ones God will use
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Youth during Thanksgiving baptism

to advance His kingdom! They are the ones
God will use to speak His truth and share
His good news with the world. They will ...
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set an example for believers in speech, in
conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.” (1
Tim. 4:12). When | ponder this | wonder, are
they strong enough? Do they have enough
faith? Are they imitating Jesus or the world?
I know God will use them and He will
empower them, but | also know all of us
need to pray for them earnestly. They are in
a fierce battle, and God has called us to lift
them up in prayer and empower them for
what comes next. God gives us, His people,
this treasure of prayer so we can invoke His
power, His love, His wisdom, His protection,
His joy, and His truth into our lives. This
precious means of access is given so we
can carry out His mission for us to reach the
nations. | know both my husband and | pray
for them often. | hope their parents, friends,
mentors, and others pray for them as well.
Because they definitely need much more
than just themselves to fight this battle.

Our family has also been praying like
crazy for our mission to Vietnam, and God
has been preparing us for this ministry. This
last year, God helped me grow deeper
spiritually - my quiet time with Him is
sweeter, and | feel closer to Him than ever
before. My relationship with the Lord is full

of love, renewal, and a great desire for more.

These last few months God has pressed
upon my heart on the importance of prayer
and how much my family needs it. We need
to pray for ourselves but we need also your
prayers for what lies ahead of us. It is both a
sweet and scary thing for me to say.
Because | have fully realized that | am not
enough and that | can’t do this on my own.
And God desires more than just my prayer
for this ministry. | need you to lift my family
up in prayer in order that we might do what
God has called us to do. We ask that you
pray for us mightily these next few months.
The Scriptures tell us, “The Spirit of God,
who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in
you. And just as God raised Christ Jesus
from the dead, He will give life to your
mortal bodies by the same spirit living in
you.” (Roman 6:10-11). We believe your
prayers have power, and God will use them
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to do great things in our lives. Please be our
prayer warriors!

Students praying for the church and ministry

We want God to be our everything. We
want to be one with Jesus, just as He was
one with God the Father. The world tries to
lure us away with its temptations, pressures
and distractions. It is easy for us to lose our
focus on God. So, we need your prayers to
help us restore it daily. Please pray His light
will shine on us. If we have any sins or
anything that block us from a deep
connection with Him, pray He will reveal this
to us so we can ask for His forgiveness and
mercy through the blood of Christ. We need
your prayers to remove all the obstacles
that prevent us from bringing the gospel to
Vietnam. We need your prayers for God to
build up a strong wall of protection for our
family against all evil, harms and corrupted
hearts in the next few months, but
especially when we get to Vietham.

We need prayers to move people to
partner with us financially. As of May, we
have raised 40 percent of the funds we
need to go to Vietham. To all of those who
have partnered with us, thank you so much
for your generosity and your desire to see
the kingdom of God built up in Vietham. We
still need to raise the remaining 60 percent
by September, and we can’t do this on our
own. So, we humbly ask for your fervent
prayers. We trust God will use the power of
your prayers to help us reach our financial
goals so that we may fulfill what He has
called us to do.

Aul—.
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