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YOU SURPASS THEM ALL
MEA PR M Bl ffg LU
Eulogy For My Mother

Dian Tan

My mother, Madam Low Yok Poh, was born
in the year 1937 in a small village, “+-t377,
17th miles from the town of Klang, Malaysia.
She was the second eldest daughter and
was tasked with taking care of the household
and her five younger siblings, as my
grandmother was feeble and ill and confined
mostly in her room. Mom was a slender,
gracious and beautiful young woman when
she met my dad at seventeen through
matchmaking. My granddad checked with
folks in Klang and found that my dad’s
mother was a difficult woman—to reject
politely he asked for a high dowry hoping that
they would withdraw but Dad was smitten
and persisted. They married and Mom
entered a big family in Klang, with a
domineering mother-in-law, where she
served them dutifully.

Dad passed away twelve years later in a
drowning accident when | was five, and Mom
became a widow at the age of twenty-nine
with five young children ranging from age two
to eleven. Besides us, Mom had to take care
of her aged parents-in-law and a retarded
brother-in-law that continued to stay with our
family till they passed away in subsequent
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years. Through many hardships and toils,
she single-handedly brought up the five of us
in an environment of love and respect. She
modeled for us a life of dogged
determination, persevering diligence and
loving sacrifice.

Playing the dual roles of a mother and a
father, Mom was a disciplinarian who
practiced tough love but rarely flied off the
handle when we were young. As a provider,
she tried many ways to make a living for us
and labored from dawn to night, barely taking
a break and without complaining—we’d
never encountered another woman who
work harder. Yet she knew how to find
respite and delight in stories and music. She
loved listening to her radio as she cooked,
the dramatized audio plays and lyrics of the
fifies: SHZLH, SIRED, AT1E, WHZ
#k wafted through the air in the kitchen. We
realized what a great cook she was after we
left for University: her dishes, even simple
ones, were delectable, complete with color
and flavor! As we grew older, we discovered
her precious sense of humor that cracked us
up with her witty remarks and easy laugh. We
espied her little acts of kindness when she
slid money into the hands of our poorer
relatives or her older friends when they bid
goodbye; we grasp her generosity in letting
my brother’s friends had meals in our home
ever so often, and her compassion when she
shielded the neighbor’s kids from a raging
father with cane when they run to her for
protection.

Though uneducated, she was smart and
wise and instilled in us a love and reverence
for the written words: How her eyes looked
searchingly at the Chinese newspaper trying
to decipher the words, her hand touched
longingly the books we left on the table....
She so revered education and nothing made
her happier than our stellar report cards. We


about:blank
about:blank

did her proud by excelling in school—ours
was the first family in the neighborhood with
admissions to A-Levels, University and
doctoral college. She anchored us with her
courageous strength and her indomitable
spirit—nothing that needs to be done was
ever too difficult for her to do. Growing up,
she was our pillar, our source of inspiration
and motivation, our raison d’étre and the
center of our universe.

Mom is gone now to be with the Lord Jesus,
she passed away peacefully on October 24,
2021 in Malaysia. We grieve deeply, but not
without hope for we know she had gone
home to her Heavenly Father, surrounded by
His angels and saints. We take comfort in
knowing that she’s in a far better place now,
in heaven with our Lord Jesus. As a
Christian, | truly believe that our soul is
immortal. When our physical body dies, we
return to be with our Creator God who
fashioned and made us and called us back
into His family.

Mom was an incredible woman with true grit
and the greatest of mothers. Her life was full
of unspeakable struggles and inconceivable
hardships over a long period of time. Yet she
endured all with such strength, wisdom, and
dignity. In her, we saw the deep love and
huge sacrifice of a mother. She never
buckled under pressure nor faltered over her
desire to protect us, to keep us together and
to give us the best. There are so many
childhood stories we could share to testify to
that. She remained steadfast, strong, and
grateful through it all. She truly possessed
‘the fruit of the Spirit : love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control”
(Gal 5:22-23). God our Father see and know
everything and will reward her accordingly,
His good and faithful daughter.
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Mom believed and confessed that Jesus is
Lord at our Singapore church, St. John’s
St.Margaret’s in 1998. Prior to our relocation
to the United States, our pastor explained to
her about Jesus’s gift of salvation and she
accepted. When she visited us in Houston in
2000 and sister Grace came to share the
good news with her and my mother-in-law,
she said yes again without hesitation.
Whenever | returned to visit and spend
weeks with her in Klang, | would tell her
stories of Jesus at tea time since she couldn’t
read the Bible. She was so fascinated when
| told her the event leading to the resurrection
of Jesus, how He rose from the dead three
days after His crucifixion and how hundreds
witnessed His risen body. | would never
forget the look of awe and childlike wonder
on her face!

In 2019, before she slid into dementia, Boon
Sze explained the gospel to her again, and
she reaffirmed her belief wholeheartedly. In
the Bible, Romans 10:9 said “If you confess
with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and
believe in your heart that God raised Him
from the dead, you will be saved ". I'm
eternally grateful for her act of faith, with what
little light she was given, she was willing to
love the truth and so be saved. | know she’ll
have eternal life in heaven and now that
she’'d passed into that glorious place, there
will be no more pain and suffering, no more
fears and tears for her and she’ll remember
everything and everyone clearly. That's our
assurance—when we pass through death,
Jesus will carry us home to God'’s bright full
world.

We owe a great debt of gratitude to our
second brother, Adam and and his wife, Kwai
Wan. They took on the immense task of
caring for Mom for the past few years,
making her comfortable, secured, loved and



at peace in their home. We thank God for
sending Suryani, Mom’s Indonesian maid, a
caretaker with a beautiful heart, who stepped
in to do what we, her faraway children,
couldn’t do and do it better than we ever
could. Suryani, we thank you from the bottom
of our hearts. May God remember all of them
for their sacrifice, toil and labor of love to our
beloved mother.

In the Bible, John 11:25-26, Jesus said, “l am
the resurrection and the life. Whoever
believes in Me, though he die, yet shall he
live, and everyone who lives and believes
in Me shall never die”. Yes, we shall be with
her again and spend eternity together in the
presence of our glorified Lord.

Till  then, “Farewell, Mommy, our
incomparable Mother, truly, ‘Many women
have done excellently, you surpass them
all * (Proverbs 31:29). Yours is a debt we
could never repay. We love you so very
much and miss you deeply. Rest in soft
peace now, ‘Love itself shall slumber on’, we
hold you in our hearts until we shall hold you
in our arms again”.

“ EEBENLTIREZ, WERERGL,
HE 31:29

R Mok, HELARER, RRESEEME
o

A LETTER OF GRATITUDE

- To the Pastor Who Conducted
My Mom’s Funeral Services

Dear Pastor Joanne,

Words cannot describe how thankful | am
that God sent you, His able and faithful
minister, to conduct my mom, Madam Low
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Yok Poh’s memorial service on October 26
and burial and graveside services on
October 27, 2021.

Itd been my deep longing that my mom
would have a Christian rite for her funeral
and | had prayed earnestly to God since her
condition deteriorated to grant her this
privilege and blessing. That was a tall order
for none of my siblings are Christians and my
mom’s salvation was not made known in
public. | wrote them letters detailing Mom’s
conversion in September with a sense of
foreboding. When Mom passed away on
October 24th after we prayed for her on the
phone, | sought their permission individually.
By God’s grace, they consented to my
request even though they had no idea how to
go about it. And | being so far away here in
Houston couldn’t help them in person. With
so little time to plan and with the phased
lifting of of COVID-19 restrictions in Malaysia
according to states, there were many
uncertainties. Finding a pastor who is willing
to conduct a full service might be challenging
as Klang Valley has had the highest
infections in Malaysia and restrictions on
interstate travel and gatherings had just been
eased with strict health protocols.

God sent you as an answer to my prayers. In
our first phone conversation, you showed
such warmth and understanding and
stepped in right away to set everything in
motion. You’d done beyond what I'd asked
for and had given my mom such a beautiful
and meaningful ceremony, one far better
than | could’'ve imagined possible. God gave
us His best servant—multi-talented,
passionate and loving—to help my siblings
did so when they had never planned nor
attended a Christian memorial service before.
From you and your selfless and joyful service,
they witnessed a Christian’s love in action.



It gave me great comfort and joy that God’s
words were spoken and the gospel message
was shared powerfully by you to the people
that | love so dearly. You'd honored my mom
and magnified God’s name. And it make me
think, even though my mom didn’t know how
to talk about her faith and had not shared the
gospel with anyone before, yet through your
lips, she was sharing it with many by her
deep love for us, her Christlike character and
her sacrificial life. | know God had planted
seeds during the services and | give Him
praise and glory.

After the memorial, | received loving
comments from my friends who attended on
Zoom saying that it was a beautiful service
befitting my mom, with moving eulogies and
inspiring message. And about you, they
expressed admiration over your boldness to
share, your dynamic delivery, your passion
to reach the unsaved, your respect towards
my mom and your amazing singing voice.
Turned out you were a gospel singer before
your became a pastor! God truly gave us the
very best!

Do convey my deepest appreciation for the
worship team. It was a spirit-led and beautiful
worship at both services. | was blown away
for | never expected there’d be a team
singing these many songs, with organist and
song books prepared at the memorial.
“‘Amazing Grace” was the only song | initially
hoped to sing and they sang it first to lead us
into God’s presence. “Sweet By and By”
brought such comfort that “the Father waits
over the way to prepare us a dwelling place”
and that “we shall meet on that beautiful
shore” again. The Hokkien song, “Hold My

Hand” (Z##93F) which all of you dedicated

to my mom has become our family song, it
brought many tears and her Hokkien-illiterate
great grandchildren love it! My daughter and
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| couldn’t stop crying when they sang “The
Most Beautiful Blessing” (=8I f1%E). “A

Gift” (—# &%) at the end gently nudged

them to receive the best gift, the Son of Man
Lord Jesus. Every song was perfect.

In addition, I'm so thankful for the many
prayers all of you had poured over us and for
Mom’s “children’s and grandchildren’s
salvation”. And | was so touched that you had
made such a complete and amazing Hokkien
translation of my tribute and Mom’s
conversion testimony. Your bilingual
(English/Hokkien) messages at both the
memorial and burial services flowed
seamlessly and they were easy to
understand yet profound and comprehensive.
When | saw you sang the final song at the
graveside service, peace and thankfulness
awash me—it was such a hot day and yet
you gave Mom the best farewell by dressing
up in black pant-suit, playing your guitar as
you sang, saying the committal prayer and
leading my family in the final rite of leaving
white roses on her coffin... It was exactly
what I'd loved and hoped for her funeral—a
grace-filled, solemn and peaceful send-off.
For everything you'd done—I know it's so
much more that | can see or mention—Thank
You, even though this could hardly express
my deep gratitude.

May God our Father bless you, your team
and your ministry and continue to use all of
you powerfully to minister to families as they
go through bereavement, pain and grief and
to share the gospel with the lost souls. Such
a precious ministry! To Him be the glory!

Gratefully yours,

Dian



The Crown
By Isabel Tan
For B2

Beyond white window panes I see
Shades from a lost Elysian dream:
Riches of a guardian dear

Spill to children who draw near;
Breathless to grasp the crown

In tender memories redeemed.

The cottonwoods shiver as they

Shed their leaves like tears;

High boughs in sunlight gleam,
Surrendered to air cold and clean;
Limbs adorned in yellow glory
Weep and release their fears.
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