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For His Glory and the Good
of His people

Kimberly Shen

God has blessed me with a beautiful family and I pray for them daily. |
always pray for His protection over them, for their safety, happiness,
and health. Ever since Grandpa’s admission to the hospital, he has
always been at the top of my prayer list. As his condition worsened, we
found out that he was unconscious at one point. When Grandpa was
unconscious, | desperately prayed for Jesus to give Grandpa extra peace
and comfort, for Jesus to hold his hand, his body, and more importantly
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to open the eyes of his heart to see Jesus. | trust God’s timing and
purpose, even though | was worried and could not see it at the time.

During the time Grandpa was unconscious, | had a vivid dream one
night.

In my dream, Grandpa was in the hospital and | was there with him. He
was in a significantly better condition and he picked up a piece of fruit
to eat. | knelt by his bed praying for him as he passed away. | felt a sense
of peace during this time because | knew Jesus was there and was
listening to my prayers, and Grandpa was no longer in physical
suffering. Suddenly Grandpa opened his eyes, wide, looked me in the
eyes and said “I just met Jesus”, and the dream was over. | did not think
too much of the dream, but | did share it with my roommate whom |
often converse with.

Some time later, when | heard that we were going to call Grandpa |
knew | had to tell him that Jesus loves him. Prior to our video call I was
on campus, attending Baptist Student Ministries’ weekly Thursday
worship. | put up a prayer request for Grandpa, so that more people
could pray for him and for our family. Hannah, a lady who worked there,
saw me and talked to me. She has been praying for Grandpa since the
beginning of the pandemic when we attended Bible studies together, she
knew a little about the situation. I gave her the latest update with tears
streaming down my face, but | did not mention the dream. I told her that
I was worried that Grandpa did not know Jesus and how | feared for his
eternity without God. Afterwards, Hannah told me that a lady who used
to work there had a similar situation. This lady’s grandma was not a
believer, also taken ill and unable to speak. She shared the gospel with
her grandma and was confident that she believed because she had a
dream where she saw her grandma was with Jesus. Immediately | was
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reminded of my dream and | shared with her. In that moment, | knew
that it is not a coincidence for Hannah to have shared the story. Someone
else was in a similar experience where Jesus used dreams to
communicate with us.

God used this conversation, the dream, and Hannah to enable me to put
all the puzzling pieces together. He has the perfect plan and has prepared
all things for Grandpa. Jesus loves Grandpa, His perfect timing and
mercy allowed us to talk to him once more on this earth before he
departed. Now we have the peace on earth as Grandpa is resting in peace
in Heaven and we shall all unite one day again with him,

The final sign God gave was when Daddy called me the morning
Grandpa passed. Daddy told me, “Grandpa passed away on Good
Friday”. This is no coincidence, he departed on the day we
commemorate the death of Jesus Christ. Grandpa is with Jesus, even in
death, now resurrected. Is his funeral on Easter too? It is so clear that
there is nothing more perfect than God’s timing and plan for us all.

God is Good

Qin (Emma) Chen

Hi, 1 am Qin or you can call me Emma. My two teenage children are
Lynn and Aurorah. I have so much to share and to thank God for. Thank
you so much for the opportunity to let me share my testimony.

First, I would like to thank God and our church for the youth program!
After COVID hit and the church reopened, we were hesitant to join in
12| Page
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person. Several youth enthusiastically invited Lynn over to church to
join the in-person activities and service. She felt very welcomed and
really liked it. In addition, God helped her to serve Him by prompting
her to join the youth worship team. She was glad to be a part of it and
began to show more interest in music. With more practice and by God’s
grace, she got into Region Orchestra in a short time. But no matter what
accomplishments she had, |1 saw how God is moving her heart to put
God first, and not other activities. May our youth practice hard and
devote their best effort to the Lord continuously! Psalm 33:3 says, “Sing
to Him a new song; play skillfully, and shout for joy.”

Secondly, God changed my perspective to encourage my Kids to do what
they are interested in instead of what | want them to do. At first, we
encouraged Aurorah to join Orchestra, just like her older sister, but she
wanted to take Theater instead. | didn’t agree because | heard that
theater students may not gain practical skills, unlike students in
Orchestra, Band or Choir. Later, | was reminded that God created us
with different traits and unique talents. | learned to respect this biblical
view and also Aurorah’s choice, instead of my own limited view. After
getting into theater, Aurorah loved it a lot. By God’s mercy and grace,
she performed as Molly in the musical, “Annie”. Aurorah did a great
job, and we were so proud of her. We also appreciated that people from
our church came to support her in her performances.

What’s more, God provided friends for Aurorah. She didn’t have many
people in her grade in church, but God answered our prayers by bringing
new friends to her. Praise the Lord!

Last but not least, I cherish our church as a unity, no matter our age or
preferred language. In the past, I rarely speak in English at church. Even
after joining our church for more than eight years, | was still unfamiliar
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with the English congregation. This situation started to change when my
husband, Hongfei, and | joined the English service as we served in the
children’s program during the Chinese service. After worshiping with
our English worship team, | was so impressed by their faithful prayer
and worship on stage. When | listened to the pastors’ sermons, | was
moved by their stories and sincere sharing. When | consulted the sisters
in the English congregation regarding some of my personal concerns, |
sensed their loving care and wisdom from God. Now | feel that | am
fully a part of our church, both the Chinese and English congregation.
Praise the Lord!

Overall, | am so thankful for our church and my sisters and brothers in
Christ. | believe that no matter what weaknesses or strengths we have,
God can use each of us for His Glory. | would like to end with Romans
8:28 which says, “We know that in all things God works for the good
of those who love Him, who have been called according to His

purpose.”

Alisa Meng
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