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2022 Camp Reflection

Nathanael Lim

This year | had the opportunity to serve on the D-camp worship team, and
| connected a lot with the team | served with. | also got to have many
conversations with our worship leader, Jeremy, and | was really
encouraged by his example of being a faithful follower of Christ. For
worship, | struggled in the first few sessions trying to keep everything
steady and trying to play well. Then, | remembered what | learned at a
music camp | went to earlier in the summer — that it is important for
worship leaders to be worshiping themselves when leading. | tried to
imagine that it was only me and God when | was playing, and that God
was the only thing that mattered, not how well | played. Although it was
very hard, | ended up being able to worship freely, even when | was up on
the stage.

| took away lots of things | can use when I’'m in school, from my talks with
Jeremy and the rest of the team. Going from D-camp to Camp Impact was
a weird transition for me, but | ended up having a great time at Impact as
well. Again, | had the opportunity to have lots of conversations with
people that | look up to, and | was also encouraged a lot by peers and
their faith. When camp ended, | made the commitment to put more into
making our youth group in Katy a deeper community — one that people
can find God’s love in. A lot of times my main motivation in youth group is
to hang out, be comfortable, and have a good time. But instead | should
want to show people who Jesus is, and my relationships with others
should be centered on a shared love of Christ. | hope that as | continue
my school year, | will depend on God and love others.

30



KatyLight No.64, 2022

Personal Testimony

Elim Deng

| grew up going to church, reading the Bible, and praying. But although |
believed in God, | never really had a personal relationship with God until |
was about 6 to 7 years old.

As | grew older, | started thinking more about my relationship with God,
and Christianity became my personal beliefs instead of what my mom
believed and what | had learned at church. | realized | truly was a sinner
and only Jesus could save me. | started praying to God when | needed
help, and when | was upset, talking to Him always comforted me.

After my relationship with God became closer, | no longer felt alone.
When | was younger, | feared everything: robbers, bears, aliens, death,
and more. | remember one night, after an intruder drill at school, |
couldn’t sleep because | was worrying about the worst situations that
could happen. | went to my mom, and we prayed together. After praying
with my mom, | was able to sleep.

During the past two years through the pandemic, | had more time to
spend with God, and these past two years, | have also attended a
Christian home school. My Christian teachers and my Christian peers
inspired me to grow my faith. | felt the Holy Spirit guiding me away from
temptation and | started having more self control. My faith has grown
stronger, and | know that God is always by my side, no matter what
happens.
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Discovery of My Faith during the Pandemic

Hannah Dong

When | was younger, my parents would drive me to Sunday School every
week. For me, this was just a meaningless event, something | felt was part
of my to-do list or chores. Church never left a personal impression on me,
rather it was an obstruction to my weekend tasks, sometimes | would be
lucky enough to find an excuse to avoid going.

But this mindset all changed during the pandemic. Being quarantined
allowed me to cultivate a deeper relationship with God. Through the
difficulties the entire world experienced, | realized how fortunate our
family was, opening my eyes to a new perspective.

My life from then on felt more purposeful, more productive. Obviously
though, not everything is perfect, even as a Christian | face challenges and
struggles. But through Him, | can seek forgiveness and advice. Having God
alongside me made hardship more bearable, and allowed me to further
my understanding of the Gospel.

I've always believed everything happened for a reason, and | thoroughly
attribute the COVIC pandemic to the introspective discovery of my faith in
God.
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Baptism Testimony

Lynn Wu

Like many others around me, | was raised in a loving Christian home. My
parents were involved in the church ministry and we always attended
church. When | was around seven, my mom shared the gospel with me
and | accepted Jesus into my heart. Although | believed in God, | didn’t
have a strong relationship with Him as | grew older. Instead, | focused on
other things in life, and He was not the center of my life.

In the summer before my 5™ grade, | participated in CEF (Child
Evangelism Fellowship) and shared the gospel with others through the
wordless book. | learned and grew a lot more in my 6™ grade, but | still
struggled in my personal relationship with God. After the COVID
pandemic, | started attending FOCUS and became better friends with
other followers of Christ. | also started doing devotionals and praying
more often. These things really helped me grow closer to God and
strengthen my relationship with Him. | now trust that God is in control of
everything, even when it doesn’t seem like it. | want to get baptized
because it’s the next step in my faith journey and also because | think it’s
important to show others | follow Christ and trust in Him.
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Personal Testimony

Elly Hung

I’'m not sure exactly when | came to believe in Christ as my personal
savior. Like many others around me, | was born into a Christian family,
and Christianity was simply a casual, constant way of life. Church was a
place that | had to go as a Christian, and it was a relief when | had an
excuse to skip. Even when | didn’t skip, | was really only there to offer up
correct answers. It became more about being the perfect student, the
perfect church-girl.

| remember one time, when | was much younger, we had come out of
Sunday school after having circled an answer to the question “Do you
believe in God?” or something similar to that. I'd obviously put yes —it
was the right answer. | was shocked when a friend whispered that she put
“yes” but didn’t actually believe. I just felt like it was wrong; we were
supposed to believe in Him, supposed to answer yes. | look back on that a
lot, just reflecting on the way | used to see things. | never gave any
serious thought to my beliefs and relationship with God for so much of
my life — I really just took it for granted.

In recent years, however, I've begun thinking more, praying more, and
attempting to cultivate my relationship with God. I've started to go to
Him with prayers daily — praying for my relatives and pets, asking for
help and talking to Him. And | guess | just thought that belief in Jesus
came with it — that it was a package deal. But then | realized that | don’t
want to be like the Pharisees, always saying and doing but never truly
believing and having a heart for Jesus. | wanted to be a true believer. And
I've definitely had my doubts before, but God has led me past them.
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I've come to realize that every single person throughout my life has been
there for a reason. They’'ve guided me, preached to me weekly, raised me
up, and helped me challenge myself to grow deeper in my faith. |
especially see the church of KCCC as being a powerful factor in this. The
church used to be a place I'd attend when | had to — a place where |
never let myself learn. Now it’s a place where | can feel the fellowship of
a community and church of God and be lifted up by the people there. It's
a place where God’s presence can be felt, with voices singing out to Him
together. It’s a place where | can ask tough questions and learn more
about God. D-Camp was an amazing experience as well — being out in
nature, worshipping with other youth, and talking with counselors. |
learned a lot and built upon my faith there.

Following my baptism, I've continued to have some doubts and some
struggles. But in the midst of hopelessness, in decisions and issues in our
friends and families that we can’t see past, there’s God. He’s there in
everything. He’s been there during nights of crying out to Him for
knowledge of the truth and during the times where I've experienced
incredible victory. He’s been evident as I've battled with how to spend my
time, how to look out on the world, and when I've struggled with the
opinions of others and comparing myself to others. He's guided me in all
the tough decisions and aligned the stars in such a way that | couldn’t see
beforehand but that has shed light on where I'm falling short and where |
can love others more. And when | look at everything He’s done in my life,
| can feel that power and see how He loves us and wants us to live
incredible lives for Him. He doesn’t just have us sit down and worship
Him, though that is what He deserves. He gives us amazing lives to live
out for Him and loves us, we who have turned our backs on Him. He’s
given us life when we were headed into death, and mercy and grace
because He loves us despite the fact that we are less than ants in
comparison to Him.
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And now, I’'m here. I've chosen to accept Jesus, to accept the evidence
and the love and the hope and the power and the gift of grace we’ve
been given. | want to continue to move forward in my walk of faith and
grow stronger with the church every step of the way.
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