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| Love You Dad

Eulogy for my father, Dr. James Y. Chen delivered on his
memorial service, July 9, 2022

Pastor John M. Chen

“I love you”. These words were not always easy to say for me or for
my dad, but Dad had a willing heart to learn. A fond memory of this
was during my college days at Belhaven in Jackson, Mississippi. At the
end of one of our weekly phone calls, Dad struggled to say, “l love
you”. It went something like this: “I..., I..., | love... you.” Hearing these
words from a Taiwanese father was like hearing a foreign language. |
knew Dad loved us by his actions, but hearing it audibly for the very
first time was a shock to me! You see, although | loved my dad, I've
never said those words to him either. All I could reply was, “Umm, O-
Kay... Let me speak to Mom.” | asked Mom, “What is going on with
Dad?!” She giggled and said, “He’s been reading one of Dr. James
Dobson’s books. | guess he’s trying.” Dad had a passion for learning.
He bought a lot of books, and I’'m glad he read this one. We are
blessed because of it.

Dad loved God and his wife, and modeled his love for God by life
decisions they made together. A significant example is when they
chose where to live by moving close to this church, Coral Ridge
Presbyterian Church. It is here under the preaching and teaching of
Dr. D. James Kennedy that laid a solid biblical foundation for our
spiritual growth. And my siblings and | attended the church school,
Westminster Academy, under the leadership of Dr. Ken Wackes. We
are indebted to these men of God and many others who have made
an eternal impact on our family. Thank you.
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More importantly, | thank and praise God because of God'’s sovereign
grace. Backin 1996, Dad had a heart attack, and had a quadruple
bypass surgery. God graciously gave Dad to us for another twenty-six
more years not only to see all his children married, and he was able to
enjoy time with his grandchildren, but above all, to know that we are
in the Lord, following after Christ, and passing on the spiritual
Christian heritage. By his example, Dad taught me to praise God not
because of how | feel, but because of who God is.

Our family came home to visit Mom and Dad recently for two weeks.
We had a great time together. Dad did everything with the
grandchildren from playing board games, fishing to even swimming.
And we celebrated Mom and Dad’s diamond jubilee, their 60th
wedding anniversary! Thank you God!

Last Sunday night, on July 3rd, 2022, just one day after we returned
home to Texas, we received the news that Dad went into cardiac
arrest and was in ER. Once again by God’s sovereign grace, my
brother on their family trip arrived minutes afterward, and he was
able to be with Dad and helped Mom. We were on the phone
weeping and praying. But this time God took Dad to heaven.

Our trust and hope is in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Jesus said in
John 11:25, “I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in
Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.” We praise God for the
eternal life Dad has in Jesus!

Miss you Dad, but we shall see each other in heaven. |love you, Dad.

Video link and QR Code to the memorial service:

http://tiny.cc/DrlamesChenMemorial
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Reflections on my 59th Birthday

- Letter dated Aug 14, 2021 to our church, relatives, and friends for
prayers over COVID sickness while visiting parents in Florida.

Today God carried me 59 years outside of my mother’s womb. Thank
you family and friends for your happy birthday wishes. | thank you,
Mom, for carrying me safely and securely inside of you for nine
months.

Today is my birthday. Today | “celebrated” with my family and my
parents together in Florida, sort of. For you see, exactly a week ago,
my mom and dad were both admitted into the hospital for Covid-
Pneumonia. Mom is still in the hospital on 50L of O2 saturation at
90% (she dropped down to 80% this afternoon), and volumes of anti-
Covid medications. We pray that our One and Only Living and Loving
God may grant His mercy and grace upon Mom. May His will be done.

28| Page



Katy Light No.65, 2022

Today is my birthday, and Dad was home to celebrate with us
because he was discharged from the hospital last Monday night. And
on my birthday today, | got to bathe my dad for the first time in my
life because he was late to the toilet, and cannot bathe himself
anymore. He is much, much slower these days, and needs constant
help. | felt so proud and yet, so sad as | bathed my dad. The black-
and-white photograph of my smiling Dad as he bathed little baby me
sitting in an oversized pan is seared vividly at the forefront of my
mind. My emotions overwhelmed me, and tears welled up instantly
in my eyes. What an honor God gave me to be here and be able to
return the loving act of bathing my dad on my birthday. | praise and
thank God.

Catherine and | both tested Covid-positive, and I'm sure the kids got it
as well since they all had fevers. The kids recovered fairly quickly
(between two to six days from the onset). | had horrid symptoms for
two weeks. Catherine’s condition was bad, but not as bad as mine,
thank God. We're still recovering, but recovering nicely.

| would ask you to be in fervent prayers with us—pray that God would
heal Mom miraculously and bring her back home by our family’s next
birthday which is Dad’s on September 15.

May we treasure everyday and live each and every moment that God
grant us on this side of heaven for His glory!

Take extra good care of yourselves and your families especially
through the next few weeks. May God bless you and keep you. May
His face shine upon you, and be gracious to you, and give you peace.

May God continue to grow me in the likeness of His Son Jesus Christ,
Amen.
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Tribute to My Father-in-law

Catherine Chen

“That person is like a tree planted by streams of water,
which yields its fruit in season

and whose leaf does not wither—

whatever they do prospers.” Psalm 1:3

My father-in-law, Dr. James Y. Chen was that person. He was the
person that was deeply rooted in Jesus, affectionately loved his wife
and family, and humbly served others.

He and my mother-in-law, Mom, read the Bible together. They were
equipped with the training from Evangelism Explosion and devoted
their time sharing the gospel and Jesus with others. Dad loved to
read. At home, he often picked up a book to read, whether it was a
theological, devotional, or biographical book. With a joyful spirit, he
sang hymns in his great tenor voice. Two weeks before his passing,
when we were worshiping at Coral Ridge Presbyterian Church, Mom
said he sang loudly! He played harmonica beautifully and whistled
Taiwanese songs. Seeing his grandkids practicing piano, he also
taught himself to play piano and learned his favorite hymn, “He
Hideth My Soul”, at an age of eighty-five!

He was a patient, peaceful, and truthful man. When we lost patience,
he prayed with us and asked God to help us to be more like Jesus. He
did not point fingers at others. He simply trusted God to work in the
hearts of men toward repentance. With great delight, he spent
quality time with his grandkids playing tennis and chess, fishing, and
watching them swim. He was a man of few words. But he taught my
kids, “Be honest.”

His marriage was a godly example for us. He loved Mom

affectionately. When the grandchildren were getting ready to eat

meals, he always asked, “where is grand-mom?” He cared about her
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all the time. And Mom honored and cared for him unconditionally
even when he had short term memory loss in recent years. Mom
enjoys gardening, and Dad labored alongside her, whether it was
planting Lenmu tree, banana tree, or fertilizing the plants.

He desired his children to walk in the Lord. In a red pocket Bible that
he gave my husband, John, he wrote 2 Peter 3:18, “But grow in the
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

Dad did not boast, did not complain, nor did he worry. His security
and hope were in Jesus Christ the Lord, who died on the cross for our
sins and was resurrected by the power of God. His life was like a tree,
deeply rooted in God’s Word, and bearing fruit in season—in good
times and in bad times.

| am so blessed to call him Dad and to be a part of this loving family.
We will miss you, Dad. We know you are with God face to face now,
singing and praising Him loudly! We will see Jesus, and we will see
you again in heaven. Each day it’s getting closer!

31| Page



Katy Light No.65, 2022

God Takes the Wheel

Kailin Huang

Unlike some of my friends here in KCCC, | did not grow up in church.
The first time | stepped into a church was back in April 15t 2012 — my
aunt brought our whole family to the church in Chinatown. That was
the first time | heard about Jesus Christ. From first to third grade,
though | did believe in Jesus Christ that He died on the cross and rose
again from the grave, | attended church only periodically. |
remembered thinking “Going to church would mean less sleep time
on Sunday.” | stopped going to church all together in fourth grade.
That period of time, there was a sense of loss and everyday it felt that
| was living without a purpose, living day to day the exact same way
and without much care for the world and the people around me.

| used to be so focused on what my future holds, and wonder if | have
the motivation to fulfill my dreams— occasionally that feeling still
returns. Even though my mom always tells me God has a unique plan
for everyone, we just need to trust and obey, | didn’t really get it.

Just five days before | was baptized, that feeling resurfaced and |
refused to go to school and cried inside my closet. | took a break from
school, from caring about grades 24/7. From that day, | realized
something — that being Christian, God has a perfect plan for each of
our future, a plan that we will be satisfied with. | know no matter
what today brings, God has a way to make the plan works. It is not
me, but through Jesus Christ that | am here, and that | have been able
to grow so much this past year.

Throughout my hardships, and even though | have strayed, God kept
lighting up the way for me to see past my own despair, bringing a new
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sense of hope and renewal to me. “For the Lord is near the broken-
hearted and saves the crushed in spirit.” Psalm 34: 18. On October of
2021 I returned to church through Focus. | began seeing everything
God has done for me in every corner of my life, in my family, friends
and my growth as an individual.

This community has brought me closer to God, helped me find a new
purpose in life and helped me make new friends again. Here, | want
to thank God for bringing such wonderful people into my life,
although sometimes they are weird and annoying, but nonetheless,
they made me feel a sense of belonging in this church of Christ. |
believe God will continue to bring hope, renewal and joy to us in our
everyday lives if we let Him takes the wheel.
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