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Katy Light No.70, Mar. 2024
Vietham STM Trip Testimonies

KCCC Youth Ministry

Team Member 1
This is my short thoughts on the trip and life:

This trip was amazing because | asked a lot of people from our
church to pray for us beforehand. | truly believe that prayer is one
of the most important things you can do in life especially when
going out into the field. Because of the prayer from our church, we
were gifted opportunities by God to learn so much, experience so
much, and serve in the ways we could in Vietnam.

Every day was packed with various activities for our team to
engage in. We were made up of college students, so it was super
fun working and growing closer through our service in Christ. We
did work at orphanages, conducted talking clubs with university
students, met with long term M-workers, did worship trainings, and
ate dinners with Vietnamese families. Through all of these activities,
God spoke to our team in different ways and it was truly amazing
observing the people of Vietnam and their culture and values. |
loved all the things we did, and | am very grateful for our team and
our leaders.

Going on trips like these really broke me out of the bubble | was
in. For me, | am studying and struggling through right now, but | am
beginning to understand that God can work greatly and intimately
inside my life here at the university. There is so much opportunity
to love and show the love of the Gospel on my campus, and | don’t
need to be halfway across the world to serve God and others. The
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key is deeper conversations. Through this trip | learned how to ask
the right questions to make people and myself think about hard

and difficult topics. From there we can learn about each other and
what believe in and start heading towards a spiritual conversation.

The main struggle in my life right now is the sin of lust, and this
is something that has always brought down my faith and puts a wall
between me and God. But | am also starting to learn that there is
redemption and renewal from God even in the dark places | am
sometimes in. God’s love is real, and it can be experienced. It just
takes the realization that nothing in life is as fulfilling as a
relationship with God, and from there a heart to learn more and
experience more is born. Even in my sin which ruins me, there a
small hope even in that place- that slowly is revealed to be an
overwhelming overpowering eternal hope in Jesus Christ, the one
who saves me.

All that to say, | have a lot of homework to do and Chemistry and
medical terminology to learn. Good thing God is here right beside
me to help me through it all. Thanks for reading!

Team Member 2
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Team Member 3

Our Vietnam experience was fruitful and meaningful as the
program was well planned out. We were able to see a lot of
different ministries in the area and work alongside missionaries.
One of the missionaries hosts an English club at a cafe for college
students to teach them English and share the Gospel. These
students are mainly non-Christian young men who are studying in
the computer science field, which was an incredible coincidence as
five out of the eight of our team members are computer science
majors. Praise God we were able to connect with them well, not
only with our field of study but also on spiritual topics. Our team
was able to hear from the students about their beliefs in Buddhism
and ancestral worship as we shared about our Christian faith, and
what we believe about God. We are thankful that God had
prepared our team and provided us the opportunity to point them
to the way of salvation.

Team Member 4
YLEBARLRATIGT ! RTINS BN E NS AR W E 2

BARMER T A BB AER R, HEn i BUR IR 1 5 SR R IR
i1 ERMEWES, SHREERD , M—EHART A E
W AEARR 2 HEAE . AEAULBEIRSS, AER Z 3 5 e 3k Rt 4
FATAENR TR Z J A A& 10 HIE BRI ST AT A 0 = 1 1R

19| Page



Katy Light No.70, Mar. 2024

BRILE RS . BLAh, BATFB TIRZ HERHIN . EAREA,
AT A b A 5 AN B L7 0 JATTAEGE A THRI . BATAE AR BN
IR © JAT, AT 5, WRREE KK ZH.
B AT A AT, BN RE RS i,

Ay B RS RE U 2R B L A AN ATTAHR BL % B DI s iy o RO
BBUN AT 7 A, R MBS AL H LB D] T VF 2 W XE.

TR K 2 H &N E A TAFRM, Fal2 N 17 EAT U [H
Az Bt HAMUATINEDEELIE. BABIXBIr it
g OV R il EHMERE AR W — € AR &I, ks
(9 N Re % B A 0 2 A Ko U Fs F e ) !

BE A WOODEN SPOON

Team Member 5

The lessons | learned in Vietham can be summed up in a
souvenir | bought from a stall in a busy street market: a wooden
spoon. It may be an odd souvenir, but a wooden spoon is a useful
tool that is simple, uses to share meals, gets dirty and gets cleaned,
and whose craftsmanship glorifies its creator. So let’s start with the
first quality: the useful tool.

A wooden spoon is no good if it’s not used. In the same way, |
realized that the first step in going to Vietnam was the willingness
to be used by God. | could have languished at home for the last
week and a half of winter break, but instead, | felt called to return
to Vietnam to serve and minister to the people there. After all,
most of them have never heard the Gospel before, and | wanted to
be a part of planting and watering the seeds that would eventually
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sprout into fruit— their relationships with our Savior. When |
applied to go, | wasn’t sure what | would learn from the experience,
but | knew that God would use me in some way to glorify Him, and |
would grow as a person as a result.

Next, a wooden spoon is simple. Our team was composed of
people with varying levels of experience, from people who had
lived on the mission field for years to people who had never gone
on a mission trip before. What | learned was that it doesn’t take
much to make an impact while on a mission trip besides an open
mind and a willing heart that loves God and His people. We were
able to form deep connections with dozens of college students
from completely different backgrounds just by being willing to
listen and talk to them.

Additionally, a wooden spoon doesn’t have a complex plan or
agenda. Sometimes we would try to strategize as to how we could
transform a normal conversation into a spiritual one. However, we
realized that it was best to allow the Holy Spirit to guide the
conversation and to show that we deeply cared about the people
we were talking to and that we did not view them simply as
candidates to be converted.

Next, a wooden spoon shares meals. There isn’t a simpler way to
connect with people than through food. We had conversations over
coffee, tea, banh mi sandwiches, and more. One of my favorite
parts of the trip was getting to meet students that were a part of
our missionary’s program and going to their houses to share dinner
with them. Through those meals, we were able to connect with not
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only the students themselves, but also their parents. We also
gained a deeper appreciation for Vietnamese cuisine.

A wooden spoon gets dirty and gets cleaned. We served in
several ways from teaching homeschool lessons to painting beds.
Allin all, it was a lot of hard work, and we were usually exhausted
by the end of the day. This is why getting cleaned is just as
important as getting dirty. In other words, we rested. We had break
times in between activities, we would commit to doing our
devotionals in the morning, and we would check in on each other’s
energy levels to encourage one another as the trip went on. Also,
we knew that our work was meaningful even if the results weren’t
immediately evident—like we never actually got to see anyone
sleep in those beds, but we assume they’ll use them for something.

Lastly, a wooden spoon’s craftsmanship glorifies its creator.
Throughout the trip, we tried to be Christ’s ambassadors and point
the people who did not yet know God towards Him. What | learned
was that | didn’t have to travel across the world to point others to
my Creator. | could do it right where | was in Austin, in my classes,
in the dining hall, to the college students around me.

So the next time | find myself scared to share the Gospel with a
friend, or | hesitate when | see someone sitting by themselves in
the dining hall that | could reach out to, | will remind myself of this:
be a wooden spoon.
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THOUGHTS ON MY FIRST MISSION TRIP

Team Member 6

This winter break | had the opportunity to go with KCCC to
Southeast Asia. This was my first mission trip and it was new to me
in many different ways.

The first thing | noticed, before we did any activities, was how
simultaneously novel yet familiar the environment felt. The open-
air markets, oppressive humidity, and ubiquitous plastic chairs
reminded me of family reunions in Malaysia. On the other hand,
the traffic was nerve-wrackingly chaotic, and the food was
incredibly savory in a way unlike anything I've ever tasted before.
It’s always eye-opening to experience more deeply the diversity of
human cultures, and this was no different.

One thing | gained was a greater appreciation for the gifts | do
not possess. | knew long before signing up that | was not a natural
when it comes to interacting with children. Well, this trip had a lot
of that and trying to teach kids— screaming at volumes rivaling
music festival sound systems—pickleball might have been the most
physically and mentally exhausting thing I've done all year.

Another might be a reminder to not take things for granted.
Many of the computer science students | talked to were thinking of
becoming English teachers since they were unsure whether they
could secure a job in the computing industry upon graduation. One
ministry we visited detailed how they were monitored by the police
at every step and the constant bureaucratic battles they had to
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fight to be able to operate. This was a good reminder of how the
relative prosperity and freedom we have in America is not universal.

Finally, I learned to be patient with God. In the beginning | was
comparing myself to others. | saw how energetic and spiritually
mature they were. This made me wonder if there was something
wrong with me and even felt a bit jealous, and these feelings
worsened the self-doubt | was harboring. | also felt a mix of
frustration, guilt, and uncertainty towards how much we could
actually help, especially with the limits imposed by government
surveillance. But as we debriefed throughout the week, | realized
that in the end, it is ultimately up to God. Even if we don’t talk
about our faith explicitly, just showing love towards the people we
meet can be a part of God’s plan to slowly open up their hearts,
and maybe my own as well.
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