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Tribute to Mom

Sam Lee

In many ways, it still feels surreal that my mother is no longer with us.
The grief we carry is heavy because we wanted more time—so much
more time—with her. Her passing felt abrupt, too soon. But even in a
time of sorrow, there’s a measure of solace and comfort knowing that
her physical suffering has ended.

When she wasn’t suffering in her body, she brought so much life to
those around her. She brought energy and joy to those around her.
What we’ll miss most is the vibrant way she wanted everyone to
experience the love of Christ.

In her final days, she was persistent, even adamant asking us: “Just
take me home,” she would say. And in her last moments, we were
able to bring her back—to her Katy home, the place she knew, the
space she called home.

I've been reflecting a lot on what “home” meant to my mother. True
to who she was, there were many layers of meaning for “home”. What
brings me the deepest ache, and also the deepest comfort, is that my
mom was home for me. She embodied the experience of home. |
know I’'m not alone in this. | believe everyone who truly knew her felt
that same sense of being at home in her presence. That was her
greatest gift.

During those excruciating days in the ICU, all she wanted was to return
home. Not to the hospital, but to the house where she had lived for
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the past thirty years. She valued living with dignity. Familiarity. The
warmth of her own space. But more than just a physical place, my
mother made “home” into something sacred.

Home was where so many of you gathered for her and my dad’s
cooking. It was where she welcomed new families, small groups,
neighbors, and friends—offering conversation, comfort, and food. My
brother and | grew up with people always coming over, and my mom
never failed to greet our friends, talk to them, feed them. She made
hospitality an act of love.

My children will miss playing card games and board games with Nai-
Nai. They’ll miss the way she brewed tea just so, and how she always
gave them second—and third—helpings, whether they wanted more
or not. That was her way. She wanted everyone to experience
abundance when she was near. The way she made us feel at home...
that’s what I'll miss most.

When she asked to go home, we knew she didn’t mean just Katy. She
longed to return to Taiwan. My dad, my brother, and | all talked with
her, honored that desire, and acknowledged what “home” meant to
her. She spoke often in recent years of wanting to return to Taiwan.
She loved her Wang family—her siblings, extended family—and
missed them deeply. Her desire to return wasn’t just about geography,
but connection: her birthplace, her roots, her beginning.

She was born on April 14, 1952, and named Wang Tai Mei. The fifth of
six surviving children, she was the first born in Taiwan after her family
fled Shanghai following the Communist takeover. Her name, &k —

Tai Mei—means “sister from Taiwan,” or “Taiwan-born daughter,”
literally translated as sister/daughter of Taiwan. That name held deep
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significance to her. It symbolized a new beginning, a new chapter for
her family.

And yet, she was torn. Because her children, her grandchildren, her
ministry—her life—were here. That tension, that split, is something |
ache for. | ache for the sacrifices she made to be apart from her family
in Taiwan so she could create a new life for us here. Many of us carry
this immigrant story—of being caught between homes, cultures, and
generations. Of being asked, “Where are you from?” and not knowing
quite how to answer. My mother used to tell me, “Home is where you
are deeply known by the love of Christ.” That was her anchor.

What | know of my mother is this: she was an evangelist at heart.
Around the time she became engaged to my dad, she was introduced
to Christianity. Her early life was marked by hardship —physical,
emotional, and relational suffering. It was through the church that she
came to know a God who understood suffering, who endured it. That
changed her life forever.

She found a home in faith. A deep personal knowing of a God who
sees the lost and welcomes them home. And in doing so, she became
a place of home for others.

My mother’s inner life—her spiritual life—was another way she
offered that sense of home. To be known by her was to be known
deeply. Many of you have experienced her personal, heartfelt
conversations. She wasn’t afraid to go to tender, vulnerable places—
to sit with you in your sorrow, to see you in your joy. She embodied
the notion that home is where we are fully seen and fully loved. | will
miss her grounding presence, and her rooted faith.
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The past few weeks have been hard—riding the highs and lows,
swinging between hope and grief. And yet, even in this pain, my dad,
my brother, and | have experienced something my mother would have
been so proud of. We’ve been wrapped in love. Meals, prayers, kind
texts and messages, and tears shared with friends and family. Each
one has felt like a little taste of the home she created for us. And for
that, we are so thankful.

In her memory, | hope we continue to offer one another that taste of
home. Because we are all searching for it, in our own ways. From my
mother’s life, | believe she would tell us: Home is not merely a
location. It’s not just a destination. Home is an act of love. An act of
presence. A shared moment of being seen and known.

Home is my mom. Home is May.

When my dad, brother and | finally heard the clarity and resolve in her
voice that she was ready to go home... to her heavenly home, we
knew we had to let go and entrust her body and spirit to God, knowing
she was done with the suffering in her body. | still don’t feel fully
ready but | know grief and sorrow will also help me hold on to her in
my heart forever.

Mom, may you finally rest. May you be free from pain. May you
continue to look upon us and remind us that we can carry on the
memory of you by being a place of home for each other.

We love you. We miss you. And we will keep your home in our hearts.
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Tribute to Sister May

Debra Ling

| first met May when my family visited WHCC — mind you, that was
during the office building days, for those of you that remembered,
almost thirty years ago — she was warm and welcoming. After that,
we did not have many opportunities to interact until we came to
KCCC. It was when we both served in the church office, we became
close, with my office next to hers.

She was the big sister | never had, a very Taiwanese one, which is
where | grew up.
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She was my spiritual counselor — walked alongside with me during
the saddest days of my life, and was one of the constants when my
world fell apart.

She was my colleague — together with other sisters in the office, she
was never too busy to help us when things got hectic, yet she was
always the one reminding us to slow down, and to have the right
perspective when serving.

She was a caring friend. As a friend, she was always hospitable —
treating people well, above and beyond the call of duty. To most
people, she was known to be easygoing, but she was actually very
particular in many things, but for the sake of others, she was willing to
put her preference away. She was never afraid to show her vulnerable
side, talking about the challenges in her life, for the purpose of
testifying God’s strength in overcoming her challenges.

With the many roles she played in my life, | have lots of memories of
May. But | want to share this one very recent memory, and | believe
very fitting in remembering her.

Before she was admitted to ICU, | had the privilege of staying with
May in the emergency room. There was a time when she felt really
uncomfortable, very naturally she whispered her cries to God in those
moments, and was comforted knowing that her beloved God heard
her cry.

Later when her condition improved a little, but still quite critical, she
immediately ordered me to go home — out of her concerns for me of
course. When she became more stable, we actually started chatting,
guess what we were talking about? First of all, she was affirming and
encouraging me in the ministry work, asked about my family, then she
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asked if | have any updates on people that have been sick for a while,
and later on we talked about various ministries at church. At 3 amin
the morning in an emergency room with a big old mask fitted over
most of her face connected to oxygen that is helping her breathe, that
was what we talked about.

This is not an earth-shattering epic scene, actually just the opposite,
this somewhat physically weak moment of her life is a true testament
to her character and her heart which is consistent in all the years that
I’d known her. Her dependence on God in good days and bad, and her
heart for the church and its people. That is how her life impacted
mine, and that will always be how | remember her.

It is hard to believe May is no longer with us, but | am comforted
knowing that she is praising God right now with everything she got, no
more wheezing, no more shortness of breath, nothing is holding her

back. &%K¥H, | know you are at home, in your true home now, so

praise from the top of your lung, till we meet again.
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Pastor John Chen’s Send-off Sharings

Jake Jiang, Eddy Guo, Lynn Wu, Aurorah Wu, Elim Deng, Joy Luo, and
Mary Ma

Eddy Guo : | believe we share an important connection with Pastor
John. We were there when he first came, and as we are leaving this
church to go to college, we too are seeing Pastor John leaving this
church we have come to call home.

Even as we were taught by Pastor John and we grew up with him as
our Children’s Ministry pastor, once we held a rebellion and made
flags in protest because he took away our recess—often as kids in the
ministry we didn’t understand the importance of what we were being
taught, but it sowed important seeds in our heart.

Jake and | especially received a great deal of mentorship from Pastor
John and Mrs. Catherine. Both of you have facilitated and guided us
through everything — from JT Missionary Camp and TREK to me being
stung by bees and climbing a tree in a poor attempt to recreate the
story of Zacchaeus.

Jake Jiang : We were definitely the bad apples then and were hard to
teach, so thank you, Pastor John, for faithfully putting up with us.
There's a verse we find in Scripture that | think Pastor John may have
been thinking of when he never gave up on us, and that is Proverbs
22:6: “Start children off on the way they should go, and even when
they are old they will not turn from it.”

As we entered youth, Pastor John still stuck by us and wanted us to
continue growing through obedience and service to God and His
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kingdom. Even though initially, | was hesitant to spend my summer
doing work for the Lord, | am incredibly grateful and | attribute much
of my growth in faith to him for allowing me to do so.

Through Pastor John's love and patience, we were able to see the
character of Jesus in him.

As a source of wisdom and strength, we want to thank Pastor John
and his family for the countless memories and laughter growing up.
We know he and his family will continue to serve the Lord always with
a joyful heart.

“Oil and perfume make the heart glad, and the sweetness of a friend
comes from his earnest counsel” (Proverbs 27:9). They say all good
things must come to an end, but we know that we will be forever
united in Christ, even when we are separated physically.

Lynn Wu : Pastor John, Mrs. Catherine, and their children are like my
second family. | grew up with Eliana as one of my closest friends
throughout all of elementary school, and in these past few years, I've
gotten to know Agape, John, and Nehemiah a lot better. We’ve gone
on family vacations together, celebrated so many holidays together,
had sleepovers together, and, most importantly, served God together.
Pastor John and Mrs. Catherine have taught me what it means to be a
genuine follower of Christ and exemplified what it means to serve Him
wholeheartedly through their work in the Children’s Ministry. Agape,
John, and Nehemiah are like my little siblings, and I've seen them grow
up and mature so much alongside Aurorah and Emmanuel. | am going
to miss all the jokes, the times John and Nehemiah have chased me
around with bugs in their hands, the times they’ve annoyed me, and
every time they’ve made me laugh. | love you guys so much, and |
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cannot imagine how different it will be without all of you. Thank you
for helping me grow in patience, love, and faith in God.

Aurorah Wu : Lynn and | have known the Chen family for ten years
now, and | don’t really remember anything about my life before they
came. Agape and Eliana have always been my best friends throughout
two-thirds of my life, and | have done literally everything with them,
including touching Agape’s dirty socks. When my mom told me they
were moving, | thought it was a joke because it came as such a shock
to me, and the second | realized she wasn’t joking, | started crying and
couldn’t stop because | can‘t imagine my life without Eliana and Agape
as my best friends who have always been there for me no matter how
crazy | get. I'm so grateful to God for putting you guys into my life, and
| know He has great plans for your family in Florida. I'll miss you guys
so much, and | love you guys so much!!!

Elim Deng : | have known Eliana and her family for almost ten years.
We have grown up alongside each other, from Kids’ Church and choir
in elementary school, Zoom calls during COVID, going to the same
school throughout middle school, and now learning how to drive.
We've been through so many stages of life together. | have watched
Agape (whom | more fondly call Argeepa), John John, and Nehemiah
grow up and mature. We have all grown so much in our faith and
served God together in these past years. We have all made so many
memories together at church, school, and spontaneous playdates. Our
church is not going to be the same without the Chen family, and we
will all miss you so much!

Joy Luo : Pastor John and Mrs. Catherine are the reason why we have
been able to serve kids in church and during the summer at TREK and
JT Missionary Camp. They are and have been a huge part of our

50| Page



Katy Light Issue.76, September2025

growth in Christ. If not for the Chen family, | would have never realized
my passion for teaching children in the Children’s Ministry. If not for
the Chen family, | would have never had as much growth in God as |
do today. If not for the Chen family, | would not have met so many
godly, supportive friends in my life today. Pastor John and Mrs.
Catherine have been some of the most supportive, patient people |
have ever met. Once, during my first year of training for JT Missionary
Camp, | lied that | had short-term memory loss when in reality, | did
not want to learn the Wordless Book. Despite this, Pastor John worked
with me and encouraged me the entire time. | have learned so much
through the Chens. We’ve laughed, cried, grown in Christ together,
and gone to many summer Christian camps together. Although |
cannot imagine the upcoming days, weeks, months, and even years
without them, I'll always love and miss all of you.

Mary Ma : Until we learned they were moving, | didn't realize how
much | appreciated not only the tremendous amount of things Pastor
John and his family do for our church, but also our friendship with
them. All of you are one of the best things that actually happened to
me in the past few years, because when | first moved to Katy, | knew
nobody, especially people who understood me. | know this move is
what God has planned for you guys, but still, every night | think of the
several memories we cherished together. I'm so glad God put your
family into my life. Emmanuel, John, Miah, and Joey have become
actual brothers and fight as much as true brothers, showing how they
have become our true second family. Even though | have only known
the Chen family for three years, all of you have been a huge blessing
for me and my family. | love you guys so much and can’t wait to see
you again in the future.
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