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Baptism Testimony

Luke Dong

For a long time, | felt out of place at church. | saw people
serving in different areas, participating in events, building strong
friendships — and | wasn't part of any of that. | didn't help out
with much, and | definitely didn't make an effort to socialize. |
would come in quietly, sit through the service, and then leave
without really talking to anyone.

Part of that was because | told myself | was just shy or
introverted, but deep down, | think | was afraid. Afraid of being
known, of being vulnerable, and maybe even of being rejected. |
felt like everyone else had their place, and | didn't know where |
fit. So | built this wall around myself — not physically, but
emotionally and spiritually. | figured it was safer to stay

disconnected.
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But over time, that loneliness started to weigh on me. | would

watch others pray together, worship with passion, and share
their testimonies, and I'd wonder why | didn't feel that same
connection to God or to His people. | thought something was
wrong with me — like maybe | just wasn't "spiritual enough" or
"churchy enough.”

But even in that uncertainty and doubt, | felt like Jesus was
always there with me. Looking back, | think | came to truly
believe that Jesus died for my sins and rose again to give me
eternal life gradually. It wasn't a single moment or emotional
experience, but a growing trust in Jesus and that He hadn’t

given up on me even when | felt far from Him.

One difference that Jesus has made in my life since putting my
faith in Him is my lifestyle. | strive to be more like Jesus,
forgiving, composed, and wise, and | can continue to improve
every single day. | hope and pray that Jesus gives me guidance
in my life and helps guide me towards becoming a better
person.

So today, | too publicly declare that Jesus is my Savior and that |

am His.
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A Weekend of Renewal:

Reflections on the English Retreat

This fall, seventy-six participants gathered for a memorable
English Retreat—a time of worship, fellowship, and spiritual
growth. The retreat offered not only inspiring messages but also
opportunities to connect deeply with one another and with
God.

Messages That Spoke to the Heart

The retreat centered on four powerful themes:

e Hurry Sickness — slowing down to embrace God's pace.

* The Power of Forgiveness — releasing burdens and
finding freedom.

* Be Dependable Because You Are Not Expandable — living
faithfully in community.

* The Gospel — celebrating the joyful message of salvation.

Attendees shared that Pastor Gaylord’s delivery made them feel
as though God Himself was speaking through him. The
messages were relatable, convincing, and drew people closer to
God.

Highlights of the Weekend

Beyond the teaching, participants enjoyed:
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* Small group discussions that helped apply lessons to

daily life.
* Kayaking and campfire fellowship, which deepened
relationships.
e Achildren’s program that provided incredible care
and activities.
* Thoughtful touches like well-supplied snacks, kind
cafeteria staff, and a beautiful site.
Members expressed a simple wish: that the retreat could have
lasted longer.

Opportunities for Growth

As with any large gathering, there were lessons learned for the
future:

* Devotions were shortened due to scheduling conflicts.

* Small groups could rotate more to encourage broader
interaction.

* Facility and food logistics sometimes caused delays.

* Visual slides would benefit from a dedicated laptop to
avoid disruptions.

* Communication before and after the retreat could be
streamlined with electronic forms and surveys.

e Clearer signage and pre-signed waiver forms would ease
registration.

* A final Sunday group discussion could help reconnect
before departure.

35|Page



Katy Light No.77 Dec. 25

Gratitude and Recognition

The retreat was a true team effort, with many individuals

contributing:

Pastor Wai for designing the theme and coordinating
with Pastor Gaylord.

Debra for negotiating contracts and room assignments.
Sonya for handbook design and filling the gaps.

Bob and Lisa for managing on-site registration and
logistics.

Eddie and Ott for AV setup.

Daniel and the worship team for leading heartfelt
worship.

Kevin, Bev, and Esther for snack service.

Children’s program leaders including Shao Lin, Vicky,
Nathaniel, Micah, Lynn, and Aurorah.

Vicky and Doug for activities and games.

Jason for capturing photos and videos.

Every part of the body worked together as one, and the retreat

concluded with gratitude to God for safety, fellowship, and

renewed faith.
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