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The Unsentimental Faith
- The Case for Induction Bible Study
Frank Zheng

In his book published in 1948, “Ideas Have
Consequences”, Richard Weaver argued that
people’s attitude toward the world ought to be
rational. Weaver thought that rational people would
have self-control and would consciously try to live
their life based on their rational metaphysical view of
the world. Weaver pointed out that modern society
was far from the kind of life people ought to live.
People in modern days, while still feeling strongly
about things such as justice, are detached from solid
reasoning or a metaphysical belief. Such a
disconnect has led to shallow moral reactions,
impulsive politics, and a culture driven by feeling
rather than transcendent truth. This trend of decay
has shown in every part of modern society, including
politics, education, and art and music.
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We can argue that what Richard Weaver pointed out
in 1948 has manifested in our modern Christian
community. If our faith in Christ forms the foundation
of our metaphysical view, we can see the disconnect
between such a metaphysical view and the reality of
our daily life. Our modern day churches show many
of the same statistics as the general society, such as
divorce rate.

Most of us are familiar with Romans 12:1-2, <l appeal
to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.
Do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what
is good and acceptable and perfect.” (ESV). What we
should also pay attention to is that Paul spent the
rest of Romans 12 all the way to the first half of
Romans 15 to elaborate in detail what he actually
means by “present your bodies as a living sacrifice”
and what it means by “be transformed by the
renewal of your mind”. Since Romans 12:3-15:13 is
quite long, when we read this part, many times we
forgot the teachings here are real life applications of
the principles from Romans 12:1-2. While we may
debate that some of the teachings in Romans 12:3-
15:13 are more specific for the culture and social
norms during Paul's time, a systematic survey of the
Bible is able to lead us to a coherent understanding
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of biblical teachings and the modern day life
applications of the biblical principles in Romans 12:1-
2.

The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 9:27, we should learn
to “discipline my body and keep it under control”
(ESV). If we use the inductive / deductive method,
“discipline our body and keep it under control” in the
current age can mean in many cases as disciplining
our emotions and keeping our emotions under
control. Today, the media is filled with content with
the intention of stirring up our emotions and tempting
us to sin. Society teaches us to listen to our feelings.
We heard believers share their experiences of
“feeling God” in our small groups. At the same time,
scholars, like C.S. Lewis, have repeatedly pointed
out that feelings are unreliable and temporary which
cannot be the foundation for the truth or our faith. We
should equip ourselves with a clear, coherent, and
systematic understanding of God’s words. We
should keep ourselves grounded in God’s words
which allow us to conduct our lives in His way.

Inductive Bible study is a very effective way of
understanding the Bible teaching, extracting the
fundamental principle from the details in the Bible,
and applying the principles in our modern day life.
Inductive Bible study is a highly rational and
systematic approach. Induction is a logical reasoning
method. It refers to the process of using specific
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observations to lead to general conclusions.
Inductive Bible study actually does not just use
induction. Deduction reasoning, which uses general
principles to lead to specific conclusions, is another
part of it. We can call this method as logical
reasoning Bible study, as induction and deduction
are the two key logical reasoning approaches. This
approach of understanding the Bible requires us to
be rational instead of sentimental. Inductive Bible
study helps us to build a grounded metaphysical view
of the world which can eventually guide us on how to
make decisions in our daily life.

God created humans according to His image. Our
core difference from God’s other creatures is that we
are rational beings. Our capability of rational thinking
comes from God. We should use it to gain a deeper
understanding of God’s words, so that we can truly
be transformed by the renewal of our mind and
present our bodies as a living sacrifice.
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